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public scrutiny and control. On the contrary,
incumbents these days tend to be very sen-
sitive, perhaps unduly so, to the opinions of
their constituents. Indicative of what has
long been happening is the fact that incum-
bents do say quite different things on the is-
sues of the day, depending on precisely where
they are from and what electorate they rely
upon. Public opinion polling makes it easier
for each incumbent to tailor his words and
deeds to the opinions and immediate desires
of his constituents. Would Members of Con-
gress who know they can be there for only a
few more years once they ‘‘learn the ropes’’
be inclined to devote themselves to their de-
manding duties, unconcerned about prepar-
ing the way for their subsequent career?

It is likely, in any event, that most if not
all of the constitutional amending being agi-
tated these days (including the line-item
veto) would be much better dealt with
through legislation that can be readily ad-
justed and, if need be, improved or even re-
pealed as circumstances change.
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, Saturday, April
8, 1995 will be a very special day for the State
of Michigan and for the city of Taylor. On that
day, tribute will be paid to a great patriot and
a great friend to the veterans in Michigan,
Wayne ‘‘Boomer’’ Buck.

Boomer has served since June of 1994 as
the State commander of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Veterans of Foreign Wars. In that ca-
pacity, he has worked tirelessly to provide vig-
orous leadership to support the department’s
member posts, and guide their commanders.
As the State commander, he has been re-
sponsible for the administration of a depart-
ment with 88,000 members, comprised of vet-
erans of all conflicts from World War I to the
present.

Wayne Buck was born and raised in Michi-
gan. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1956, and
served aboard a 7th Fleet destroyer in the
South China Sea during a period of high ten-
sion in that part of the world. For that, he was
awarded the China Service Ribbon. He re-
turned to duty in the United States in 1957
and was honorably discharged from the Navy
in 1962.

Boomer has been active in the VFW since
joining the Walter J. Smith Post 511 in New
Britain, CT, in 1966. He became a life member
of the VFW in 1970. While living in Connecti-
cut, he served as an active member of his
home post as well as on committees at the
district and department level.

After returning to his home State of Michi-
gan, Boomer served as an officer and com-
mander of Post 9283 in Southgate, achieving
recognition as All State Commander in 1983.
He later served in a district office, and was
elected district four commander in 1987. His
exceptional performance led to recognition as
outstanding district commander that year. He
later served as POW/MIA department chair-
man for Michigan, as Michigan vice com-
mander, and became Michigan department
commander in June, 1994.

Mr. Speaker, my friend Wayne ‘‘Boomer’’
Buck has devoted his life to service of his

country and those who have worn its uniform.
He has done so with energy, integrity and
skill. It is with pride that I commend him to you
with the highest praise I can render: ‘‘Citizen,
Patriot, Friend.’’
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
April 1, 1995, Mr. Henry R. ‘‘Skip’’ Cioffi will
be honored by the Figli Colombo, Sons of Co-
lumbus, in a testimonial dinner at Mike
Doolan’s Restaurant in Spring Lake Heights,
NJ. It is a great honor and privilege to pay
tribute to this special man and good friend
who played an important role in helping me
get my start in politics.

Mr. Cioffi is probably best known as the
mayor of Long Branch, NJ, my hometown. He
was first elected mayor in 1970, after having
served as a city councilman since 1962. He
was subsequently reelected to 4-year terms in
1974 and 1978. His 12 years as mayor stand
as the longest tenure of any directly elected
mayor in the history of Long Branch. Mayor
Cioffi’s record is an impressive and distin-
guished one. During his tenure, Ocean Boule-
vard was initiated, the police department was
reorganized, and taxes were stabilized. His vi-
sion led to creation of the Monmouth County
Park System’s Seven Presidents Park, the
preservation of valuable ocean-front acreage,
restoration of the boardwalk, and the construc-
tion of a satellite facility for Brookdale Commu-
nity College in downtown Long Branch.

Mr. Speaker, Skip Cioffi’s life story reads
like a great American success story. Mr. Cioffi
grew up in Monmouth County, attended the
Lyceum in Long Branch and Red Bank Catho-
lic High School. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps after high school, and served for 39
months before being honorably discharged in
December 1952. He has received degrees
from Monmouth College and the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Finance.
He has spent his entire career in public serv-
ice. In addition to his elected offices in Long
Branch, he served as business administrator
of the public schools systems in Eatontown,
NJ, and Elizabeth, NJ. In 1961 he married
Jean A. DeStafano, and they have four chil-
dren, Michael, Gina, Danielle, and Skip, Jr.
His daughter Gina did a great job during the
6 years she served as executive assistant in
my Capitol Hill office.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to pay
tribute to my friend Skip Cioffi. I join with the
members of Figli Colombo in congratulating
him on his wonderful and exemplary career in
public service.
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Mr. ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, yesterday was a
historic day. For the first time in history, the
House of Representatives debated and voted

on term limits for its Members. I have and
continue to be a strong supporter of term lim-
its. Term limits would help to deter Members
from acting in a career-oriented, self interested
manner and would promote decisions for the
public good. In short, term limits would make
legislators more responsive to the people.

The support for term limits has been dem-
onstrated by the 22 State term limits initiatives
and polls showing 70 percent or more ap-
proval by the public. My State of Colorado
was the first State to enact limits in 1990 with
a 12-year limit and in 1994 with a 6-year
House limit.

Four versions of term limits were offered
yesterday. In the end, it was the Colorado law
that I voted in favor of. I voted against the Din-
gell-Peterson 12–12 years amendment be-
cause it was retroactive, which has been re-
jected by States, and also because it would
supersede all State term limit laws. I voted in
favor of the Inglis 6–12 yeas amendment be-
cause it was the same as the Colorado provi-
sion, 6 years for House Members and 12
years for Senators. I also voted in favor of the
Van Hilleary 12–12 year amendment because
it would not supersede any State term limit
law. This amendment would have kept the
Colorado term limit law in place. I voted
against the McCollum 12–12 years version be-
cause it would have superseded all other
State term limit laws.

I believe the voters of Colorado who voted
for 6 years in the House and 12 years in the
Senate know best. The Federal Government
should respect the desires of each State. The
McCollum amendment was flawed because it
would have nullified all other State limits. If ei-
ther the Inglis or Hilleary amendments had
made it to final passage I would have enthu-
siastically voted yes. In my view, they were
the only acceptable term limits proposals the
House debated.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Capt. Robert Pearson, the third district
commander of the Michigan State Police, as
he retires after more than 23 years of service
to the people of Michigan as a member of the
Michigan Department of State Police. His de-
votion to duty, care for the officers he com-
mands, and attention to the needs and con-
cerns of the people of Michigan who called
upon him during his time as a member of the
department have earned him the thanks and
true respect of those whose lives he touched
during a most memorable career.

Robert Pearson was born in Waverly, TN,
and came to Michigan as a young boy. He at-
tended both Ferris State University and Delta
College, while serving as a member of the
U.S. Marine Corps for 21⁄2 years between en-
rollments. He is a Vietnam veteran, having ad-
mirably served his country and earning a
Presidential Unit Citation and a National De-
fense award.
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